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Tape 20, Track A 
 
0:00:02.600,0:00:09.929 
this is to the Sheppards Sam and Ariane 
in Cleveland Ohio from the Millers in 
 
0:00:09.929,0:00:19.920 
Saigon on this Saturday night November 
the 28th 1964 yes [wife's nickname] says happy 
 
0:00:19.920,0:00:27.359 
birthday this is my birthday I'm now 46 
years of age Sam in any event it's about 
 
0:00:27.359,0:00:36.840 
10:30 night here which would make it 
about 10 or 12 hours earlier and the day 
 
0:00:36.840,0:00:44.010 
before in Cleveland Ohio 
we had some dinner guests or some guests 
 
0:00:44.010,0:00:50.940 
for dinner I should say we did not eat 
the guests this due to the present 
 
0:00:50.940,0:00:59.820 
situation here in Saigon the we have a 
10 o'clock curfew so all traffic 
 
0:00:59.820,0:01:04.470 
everything has to stop at 10:00 and 
nothing moves again until 5:00 in 
 
0:01:04.470,0:01:09.450 
the morning this of course makes for a 
very short evening and as [wife's nickname] and I were 
 
0:01:09.450,0:01:15.330 
remarking in some ways it's a blessing 
over and above the previous 12:00 
 
0:01:15.330,0:01:22.049 
curfew that we had prior to the recent 
riots because this is 10:00 curfew 
 
0:01:22.049,0:01:27.020 
allows us to spend some more time 
together now Sam 
 
0:01:27.020,0:01:32.180 
[wife's nickname] says hello she's going to get on 
this tape too she's sitting here beside us 
 
0:01:32.180,0:01:37.860 
beside me rather Sam I wanted to  
mention your tape of November the 
 
0:01:37.860,0:01:44.880 
4th first and foremost [wife's nickname] being 
the ever watchful eye noticed you put $.60 
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0:01:44.880,0:01:50.460 
on one side in stamps and $.44 
on the other now this is the 
 
0:01:50.460,0:01:56.130 
reason that they give characters like me 
an APO number it's just like mailing 
 
0:01:56.130,0:01:59.790 
anything in the United States and just 
the same as if you are mailing it to San 
 
0:01:59.790,0:02:03.060 
Francisco you do not have to pay overseas 
 
0:02:03.060,0:02:08.430 
mail and you can mail one of these tapes 
for $.16 as you'll notice on 
 
0:02:08.430,0:02:15.030 
the box on this tape also I can buy 
these tapes here in the local PX for $.33 
 
0:02:15.030,0:02:19.650 
which is considerably cheaper than 
you can buy them there if your machine 
 
0:02:19.650,0:02:29.130 
is of a certain type you can tape over 
this missi- this our voice it will 
 
0:02:29.130,0:02:32.160 
erase our voice and put your voice on it 
and you can mail 
 
0:02:32.160,0:02:39.570 
the tape back to us now also there is 
something wrong with your machine if 
 
0:02:39.570,0:02:44.580 
it's battery-operated your batteries 
were either too hot or too cold it also 
 
0:02:44.580,0:02:50.280 
could be possible that you have a 
Japanese or machine and this gear door 
 
0:02:50.280,0:02:54.540 
French machine and it would be geared 
for 50 cycle instead of 60 cycle 
 
0:02:54.540,0:02:59.970 
there's a very simple little cam that 
you have to change and you can find out 
 
0:02:59.970,0:03:04.410 
by taking it in to Deiter I'm sure to 
find out whether was a 50 cycle or a 60 
 
0:03:04.410,0:03:11.010 
cycle in the beginning your tape was 
much too fast I got some of it but then 
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0:03:11.010,0:03:17.160 
it was it was just like it was going at 
about twice our speed this machine we 
 
0:03:17.160,0:03:23.340 
have is Japanese and we only have the 
3 3/4 speed the second 
 
0:03:23.340,0:03:33.600 
thing is that I think that your voice or 
your your mouth was a little close to 
 
0:03:33.600,0:03:37.260 
the microphone or you had your volume up too high 
 
0:03:37.260,0:03:47.900 
we could get too much static or hissing 
sort of the thing try it next time with 
 
0:03:47.900,0:03:52.490 
the microphone a little farther away for 
example when Ariane was talking on a 
 
0:03:52.490,0:03:57.100 
telephone her voice was much clearer than yours 
 
0:03:57.100,0:04:02.060 
because of the distance involved however 
again we could get the hissing because I 
 
0:04:02.060,0:04:06.740 
think you had the volume turned up now 
this tape machine is new to me as you 
 
0:04:06.740,0:04:12.410 
know we used to record type dictaphone 
in the office and I had the same problem 
 
0:04:12.410,0:04:17.420 
as a matter of fact Lowell Erwin was the 
last one that climbed on my back I'd 
 
0:04:17.420,0:04:23.030 
sent him a tape and he told me that I 
was doing the same thing so first of all 
 
0:04:23.030,0:04:30.320 
tape everything on 3 3/4 
secondarily use make sure that 
 
0:04:30.320,0:04:35.150 
it's a 50 cycle I mean a 60 cycle 
machine that you're taping on because 
 
0:04:35.150,0:04:39.950 
your current is 60 cycle and if it's 
batteries make sure that you have some 
 
0:04:39.950,0:04:46.310 
decent batteries also like you we'll tape 
the opposite side of this one it may be 
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0:04:46.310,0:04:51.980 
that we both get so gabby we'll tape two  
in that case up in the little instructions 
 
0:04:51.980,0:04:55.790 
to the postmaster we'll write #1 
and #2 and you will be able to 
 
0:04:55.790,0:05:02.510 
figure it out without any difficulty I 
understood from your tape that your back 
 
0:05:02.510,0:05:08.000 
is all right that you have a little 
paresthesia but it is almost gone also 
 
0:05:08.000,0:05:12.350 
that the power was returning your foot 
and you had a little rest stiffness or 
 
0:05:12.350,0:05:18.650 
post-inertia dyskinesia but you're not 
using a support and that the back is 
 
0:05:18.650,0:05:23.990 
getting much better after you put the 
new batteries in your tape and you got 
 
0:05:23.990,0:05:28.730 
back home from the motel your voice then  
sounded very normal and natural but it 
 
0:05:28.730,0:05:33.740 
changed again later on in the tape the dentist 
 
0:05:33.740,0:05:38.360 
session reminds me that if I get a 
cavity over here I'll be much like you 
 
0:05:38.360,0:05:41.570 
were a few years ago I'm afraid I'll 
lose 'em all because I don't have very 
 
0:05:41.570,0:05:46.520 
many left you know I've got so much 
bridgework in my mouth anyway 
 
0:05:46.520,0:05:53.840 
I'm sure that you'll send Ted Clausen my personal  
and warm regards as I told you and I 
 
0:05:53.840,0:05:58.700 
told him it's nice to meet one man in 
this world occasionally and he is 
 
0:05:58.700,0:06:04.450 
certainly a man amongst men I don't know 
 
0:06:04.510,0:06:11.090 
how you could possibly even momentarily 
forget a good Scandihoovian name like 
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0:06:11.090,0:06:18.640 
Carlson but I'm sure that Milly Carlson 
must think that the sun rises and sets 
 
0:06:18.640,0:06:24.280 
on Arthur Miller after listening to 
the description of Ariane 
 
0:06:24.300,0:06:27.800 
I want to go on and talk about Vietnam in just a moment 
 
0:06:27.800,0:06:32.960 
but I also should interject at this 
point Sam I don't care how many people 
 
0:06:32.960,0:06:37.880 
you let listen to my tapes or read my 
letters but because I am an employee of 
 
0:06:37.880,0:06:44.300 
the government I have of necessity have 
to avoid all publicity therefore you 
 
0:06:44.300,0:06:48.440 
cannot turn this thing loose on a radio 
or you cannot turn it loose to the 
 
0:06:48.440,0:06:53.060 
newspapers a television etc. I'm sure you 
understand this but I must tell 
 
0:06:53.060,0:06:57.770 
everybody because some people who have 
been over here have gone back to the 
 
0:06:57.770,0:07:03.290 
United States and shot their big mouths 
off in an unnecessary fashion and 
 
0:07:03.290,0:07:06.980 
created quite a bit of a problem for the 
United States government as well as the 
 
0:07:06.980,0:07:12.590 
Vietnamese now as long as it's not 
publicized I don't care who listens to 
 
0:07:12.590,0:07:17.780 
it as long as they don't quote me or use 
it in any other way you can make all the 
 
0:07:17.780,0:07:21.200 
comments you want to 
 
0:07:21.200,0:07:25.700 
now let's go on we 
were talking about Millie Carlson and a 
 
0:07:25.700,0:07:31.340 
good Scandinavian name like that and I 
should holler at you [Scandanavian phrase] 
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0:07:31.340,0:07:36.440 
I'm sure that Ariane would be very much 
at home over here because the languages 
 
0:07:36.440,0:07:42.800 
are certainly universal the couple we 
had to dinner last night is a young 
 
0:07:42.800,0:07:47.240 
girl who speaks English quite fluently 
she works for the United States 
 
0:07:47.240,0:07:53.510 
government or USOM the United States 
overseas mission the young chap is a 
 
0:07:53.510,0:07:58.730 
medical student here at Saigon 
University which is a recently started 
 
0:07:58.730,0:08:03.860 
medical school he and his family live 
next door to us [wife's nickname] just remarked that I 
 
0:08:03.860,0:08:08.330 
said last night while I was talking about the 
couple who were here for dinner tonight in 
 
0:08:08.330,0:08:12.860 
any event the boy's parents live next 
door and the boy's father is a doctor or 
 
0:08:12.860,0:08:18.230 
a bácsỹ which is the name of a doctor 
here that all doctors are the word 
 
0:08:18.230,0:08:23.630 
'doctor' is 'bácsỹ' and of course he speaks 
French as well as Vietnamese and most 
 
0:08:23.630,0:08:29.570 
people over here also speak Chinese he 
also speaks English so we normally start 
 
0:08:29.570,0:08:32.870 
out with a basic of a basis of four languages 
 
0:08:32.870,0:08:37.400 
if this doesn't confuse them enough then 
I throw a little Spanish or a little Danish 
 
0:08:37.400,0:08:42.680 
and we really stir the pot up well but 
all in all amongst all of the laughter 
 
0:08:42.680,0:08:47.870 
we always manage to make ourselves 
understood our children all study French 
 
0:08:47.870,0:08:54.650 
in school and Gene the older one is also 
taking Vietnamese as I probably have 
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0:08:54.650,0:08:58.460 
told you in a letter [wife's nickname] is taking 
Vietnamese at a Vietnamese American 
 
0:08:58.460,0:09:04.190 
Association here a school while I'm out 
in the boondocks I'm learning the stuff 
 
0:09:04.190,0:09:08.450 
like you and I learned Spanish I'm 
learning the necessities and she's 
 
0:09:08.450,0:09:13.010 
learning the nicer things among other 
things we were discussing the Vietnamese 
 
0:09:13.010,0:09:20.360 
language tonight and it was Latinized by 
a father a Catholic priest and as a 
 
0:09:20.360,0:09:25.240 
result he put all the little hash marks 
over it like we see in [?] and 
 
0:09:25.240,0:09:33.200 
other Spanish other Spanish names and so  
the inflection of the voice has a great 
 
0:09:33.200,0:09:37.760 
deal to do with it the spelling of this 
word might be the same and all that 
 
0:09:37.760,0:09:41.180 
changes are the 
marks over the top of it 
 
0:09:41.180,0:09:48.680 
'dau' for example d-a-u you means 'bean'  
it also means 'head' it also means 'where' so when you've 
 
0:09:48.680,0:09:52.380 
really acquired the language and 
proficiency you say 'dau' 
 
0:09:52.380,0:09:56.380 
[?] dau [?] dau 
this means where is the headache if you 
 
0:09:56.380,0:10:04.260 
have the right accent which I don't 
also 'muoi' m-o-i-u [incorrect spelling] is 'salt' muoi is 
 
0:10:04.260,0:10:11.960 
also 'mosquito' and also the word '10' number 10 
so if you can say '10 mosquitoes in the 
 
0:10:11.960,0:10:16.520 
salt' by just inflecting your voice again 
you've passed the test we're getting near the 
 
0:10:16.520,0:10:20.420 
end of the tape Sam and I'm going to 
turn it over in just a moment I just 
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0:10:20.420,0:10:24.740 
want to remind you that you can turn 
this thing over and we will then 
 
0:10:24.740,0:10:30.380 
continue in any event Ariane would be 
very much at home here because French is 
 
0:10:30.380,0:10:35.330 
their second language English is fast 
becoming their second language the maid 
 
0:10:35.330,0:10:41.330 
just went outside and closed all of the 
shutters I'll describe the house in just 
 
0:10:41.330,0:10:46.070 
a moment after I get through making some 
more comments about your tape we're toward 
 
0:10:46.070,0:10:49.300 
the end of the tape just turn it over... 
 
